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Recognition & Control of 
Asbestos Hazards

• 1924 – Asbestosis report by William Cook in BMJ (UK)
• 1931 – Asbestos Industry Regulation (UK)
• 1936 – Asbestosis Comp (Germany)
• 1940 – Controlling dust in Asbestos processing factories (Germany)
• 1942 – Lung cancer (w. asbestosis) Comp (Germany)
• 1955 – Lung cancer w/o asbestosis by Richard Doll who believed the 

risk was eliminated in 30’s and gone
• 1959 – Mesothelioma case report from SA
• 1969 – Asbestos regulation in UK (MAC)
• 1972 – Central registry for asbestos exposed workers (Germany)
• 1973 – Protection against health impairing mineral dust (Germany)
• 1977 – Mesothelioma Comp (Germany)
• 1979 – Ban on the processing of sprayed asbestos (Germany)
• 1993 – General Ban of Asbestos use (Germany)
• 1997 – Laryngeal Cancer Comp (Germany)
• 1999 – General Ban of Asbestos use (UK)
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Asbestos problem in Japan
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Ship breaking and Asbestos in Asia
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Comparison of Projected
Mesothelioma Incidence Peak Years
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Killing the Future, IBAS, July 2007

• 국제석면추방운동협회, 2007년 7 월 보고서

• 전세계 석면생산의 70%가 아시아에서 이루어져, 

• 2003년 경우 세계석면소비의 50% 아시아 차지,
– 중국이 가장 많고, 인도, 태국, 베트남, 인도네시아 순
으로 가장 많이 사용, 

– 아시아지역에서는 일본이 유일하게 석면사용을 금지,

– 한국의 노동부는 2009년부터 석면사용을 전면 금지한
다고 발표,

• 지역경제가 성장단계에 있는 아시아에서 석면업
계는 각국 정부의 고위관리들에 정치적인 영향
력을 미치면서 석면사용이 증가추세에 있다. 
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Killing the Future, IBAS, July 2007

인도네시아

• 세계적에서 8번째로 많이 석면과 석면물질을 수
입/처리/소비/수출하고 있다. 

• 2000년과 2004년 사이에 20%가 증가했다. 

• 인도네시아 전역에서 석면판이 가장 싼 건물자
재로써 널리 사용되고 있다. 약 7700명이 석면취
급작업장에서 근무하고 있고 현재까지 1명의 중
피종사례가 보고되었다. 

• 백석면이 가장 많이 사용되고 있는데 이는 캐나
다, 브라질, 러시아 등에서 수입되고있고 대부분
건축물이 지붕덮개용 자재로 사용되고 있다.  



CURRENT ASBESTOS BANS AND RESTRICTIONS
Revised November 1, 2006

• National Asbestos Bans:

• Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Chile
Croatia
Cyprus*
Czech Republic*
Denmark
Egypt
Estonia*
Finland
France

• Malta*
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal*
Saudi Arabia
Seychelles
Slovakia*
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom 
Uruguay

Gabon
Germany
Greece*
Honduras
Hungary*
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Japan 
Jordon
Kuwait 
Latvia
Lithuania*
Luxembourg
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SÃO PAULO'S ASBESTOS BATTLE

• On July 27, 2007, the Governor of São Paulo 
State, José Serra sanctioned a state law 
which prohibits the use of all types of 
asbestos in São Paulo State, Brazil.

• Despite pre-election promises to ban 
asbestos by the current Brazilian President, 
the federal government has maintained the 
status quo which permits the widespread 
usage of chrysotile asbestos. 

• As asbestos is now being used in the 
farthest reaches of Brazil, state-wide bans 
will almost certainly erode domestic demand 
for Brazilian chrysotile. Recent investigations 
have uncovered market penetration in remote 
rural areas such as small villages near the 
Venezuelan border, where traditional roofing 
material is being replaced by asbestos-
cement products. 
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International Asbestos Conference, 
Yokohama, Japan
November 22-23, 2007.

• Twenty years ago, the Ban Asbestos Network Japan 
(BANJAN) was set up (November 14, 1987) by a 
coalition of trade unions, citizens' groups, 
occupational safety and health campaigners and 
concerned citizens. 

• To commemorate the two decades of sustained 
effort, a series of events is being held in Japan from 
November 22-23, 2007. International speakers will 
join Japanese experts to: asses the true extent of the 
asbestos hazard, detail the actions being taken by 
asbestos victims and their families and discuss fair 
and equal compensation for all asbestos sufferers.
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Demonstration in Brussels

• On Saturday, October 20, 2007, the Belgian 
Asbestos Victims' Group (ABEVA) is holding a 
public meeting in the Belgian capital. The 
event will commence at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Place de la Monnaire. 

• This is the 4th ABEVA gathering to highlight 
the asbestos public health plague; speakers 
will include asbestos victims from Belgium, 
France and the U.S. After the presentations, a 
balloon release will take place.
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THE GLOBAL ASBESTOS EPIDEMIC

• The European Respiratory Society Symposium
(September 22-26, 2001) confirmed the existence of 
a global epidemic of asbestos-related disease.

• Belgian researchers reported that a re-examination of 
160 autopsies performed between 1998-2000 at 
Erasmus Hospital, Brussels found physical evidence 
of asbestos exposure in 13% of the corpses.

• Marc Letourneux, a French researcher, 
reported: "There will be a steady rise in the frequency 
of asbestos-related cancers until at least 2010 and 
2020, almost twice the rate of 1996/7." 
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THE GLOBAL ASBESTOS EPIDEMIC

• There are now about 10,000 mesotheliomas and 
20,000 asbestos-induced lung cancers occurring in 
the 800 million people living in Western Europe, North 
America, Japan and Australia. 

• While most of the illness is linked to occupational 
exposure, "environmental exposure may occur in 
some geographical areas and near asbestos 
production plants." Interviews conducted in Finland 
revealed that "about 80% of mesothelioma patients 
have had some occupational exposure that exceeds 
or equals general environmental or domestic 
exposures”. 
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Mesothelioma incidence/mortality 
(population over 15 years of age) and 

past use of asbestos in some 
industrialized countries

• 1998, by Tossavainen

• the use of 552,000 tons in the U.S. produced 
2,800 mesotheliomas (1 case per 200 tons),

• the use of 49,000 tons in the Netherlands 
produced 377 cases (1 case per 130 tons).

• The statistics for New Zealand are surprising: 
consumption of 12,500 tons produced 50 
mesotheliomas (1 case per 250 tons).
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CHALLENGING THE GLOBAL MARKET IN 
ASBESTOS PRODUCTS: 

AN EXAMPLE OF INTERNATIONAL ACTION

• Even countries that have banned 
asbestos and have the production 
of goods under strong social and 
institutional control have difficulty in 
regulating the trading of asbestos-
containing products. 

• The social mechanisms required are 
not the same!

• While production worldwide is ever 
more tightly controlled and 
monitored, particularly by labour
movements, traders remain free to 
pursue profits and have even 
stronger mechanisms for protecting 
their interests. 
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The Year of Action on Asbestos: 
A Global Overview

Aug 2006 - Apr 2007

by Laurie Kazan-Allen
International Ban of Asbestos Secretariat 
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Countermeasures by Asbestos Stakeholders 
• formation of Chrysotile International Alliance of Trade 

Unions to protect against “scientifically unfounded 
attacks”;

• formation of the Chrysotile Association of Peru by 
stakeholders from Canada, Mexico and Peru;

• letter to the WHO by Dr. Jacques Dunnigan, former 
Director for Health and Environment of the Asbestos 
Institute; at “a low exposure, pure chrysotile does not 
present a significant risk”;

• letter to the WHO by individuals, including so-called 
“experts,” stating that chrysotile “is not toxic at 
concentrations much higher than the current 
workplace limit levels…”;

• letter to the ILO from the Chrysotile Institute: 
“Nowadays, chrysotile is used responsibly and 
regulated by strict safety standards.”
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September 2006 
Launch of EU initiative to minimize occupational asbestos 
exposures.

Following TV documentary “Dying of Asbestos in Silence,”
Eternit announced new fund for asbestos-injured workers; 
the US$1 million allocated was derided by Swiss victims’
groups.

Workshop on Asbestos Risk Reduction & Measurement of 
Asbestos Fiber Concentration concluded: “asbestos 
cement will corrode; during the corrosion process asbestos 
fibers are liberated and asbestos contamination can occur.”

Construction union asbestos meeting in Dar es Salaam.

Asbestos-contaminated Dutch ship refused entry into 
territorial waters.

Asbestos workshop held at the European Work Hazards 
Conference.

Europe

Switzerland

Poland

Tanzania
Malta

Lithuania
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October 2006 
Court of Appeal victims’ verdict could lead to asbestos-
related claims worth $150 million over the next 10 years.

Two-day asbestos meeting held by construction unions.

Regional trade union conference included asbestos 
workshop. 

New 
Zealand
India
Argentina

November 2006 
Australia

Kenya:

Chile:

The National Research Center for Asbestos-Related 
Diseases opened in Perth, Western Australia.

Scrapping of toxic ships on the agenda of the Conference 
of the Parties to the Basel Convention.

Construction trade union meeting on asbestos.
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December 2006 
Lawmakers demanded Government replace asbestos roofs 
on all educational institutions.

Meeting organized in New Delhi by Dr. TK Joshi, Head of 
the Center for Occupational & Environmental Health.

Government-owned Malta Dry Docks liable for hazardous 
asbestos exposures between 1959-1994.

Headlines about crocidolite on urban trains shook the 
country; some contaminated trains were still in use and 
some had been sold to Iran.

Two-day conference: Banning Asbestos in South Asia held 
by NGOs. Hundreds of demonstrators formed human 
chains to demand basic rights for workers in ship-breaking 
yards.

New initiative launched by Brazilian Asbestos Victims 
Group: Amianto Mata: Asbestos Kills. 

Uganda

India

Malta

Denmark 

Bangladesh

Brazil
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January 2007 
The publication Ban Asbestos in the Andean Sub-Region 
quantified the region’s on-going use of asbestos.

Government denied the ocean liner MT Apsheron entry 
until it had been decontaminated.

Inaugural meeting of asbestos victims group attended by 
workers from asbestos-cement factories and power 
stations, together with students and activists.

Andean 
Community, 
Latin 
America

Bangladesh 

India 
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February 2007 
The Minister of Labor announced a national asbestos ban 
within 2 years.

Civil proceedings begun against James Hardie Industries 
and Others for alleged infringements of Corporations Law 
relating to the company’s attempt at “asbestos separation.”
The 2nd Action Mesothelioma Day was marked by events held 
throughout the country; the Government issued a Mesothelioma 
Framework.

Korea 

Australia 

UK
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March 2007 
Articles published which revealed hazardous asbestos 
exposures still continuing 20 years post-ban; the 
government was urged to act to make asbestos audits and 
decontamination mandatory.

Senate hearing on Ban Asbestos in America Act; annual 
conference of the Asbestos Diseases Awareness 
Organization.

At an Ottawa press conference, MPs denounced revised 
asbestos regulations which would technically permit the 
use of amosite and chrysotile asbestos in children's toys, 
textiles, construction materials and friction products. 

Public demonstrations and lobbying by asbestos victims 
groups and NGOs to pressurise government. Under the 
slogan Asbestos issues remain unresolved! high-profile 
events took place including a symposium on the Asbestos 
Relief Law and a public meeting and demonstration at the 
National Diet. 

Denmark

U.S. 

Canada

Japan 
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April 2007 
Asbestos Seminar.

Workshop: Making Decent Work a Reality in Bangladesh to 
mark International Workers’ Memorial Day; press 
conference to launch national ban asbestos appeal; 
formation of a human chain to support calls for a ban.

Trade union demonstrations on International Workers’
Memorial Day to focus on the high incidence of 
occupational cancer and call for a global asbestos ban.

Finland
Bangladesh

Global



한국 석면방직공장의
인도네시아 공해수출 현지조사

2007. 8
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Map of 8 Asbestos spinning 
factories in Busan, a harbor 
city in Korea in 1970~1990

JEIL 
Chemical 

Population at risk ; within 2 km from the 
factories… more than 1,000,000 residents
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Asbestos Industry Move In Asia

1 9 6 9

INDONESIA

1990, Asbestos 
fiber producing 
part moved to 
Indonesia. PT 
JEIL FARJAR 
INDONESIA

Now, it has passed 17 
years… something might 

happen around the PT JEIL 
FARJAR factory  



PT JEIL 
FARJAR 

INDONESIA

①

②

③

④

⑤

⑥

제일파자르 인도네
시아 석면공장 주변
대기샘플링 위치도

* 채취일시; 
- 8월29일-31일

* 샘플종류 및 개수
- 대기시료; 12개
- 고형시료; 4개
- 지하수시료; 2개
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활동결과 및 후속활동

1. 한국에서 이전한 공해석면공장의 가동
확인, 

2. 제품시료분석을 통해 고농도의 석면함
유 확인, 

3. 거주지 건물지붕 슬레이트 석면함유
확인, 

4. 주변 주민거주환경 및 노동자인터뷰
통해 향후 석면건강피해 발생 우려, 
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활동결과 및 후속활동

5. 인도네시아 환경단체 및 전문가와의 연
대통해 환경 및 건강모니터링 추진, 

6. 한국정부 및 인도네시아 정부에 관련 대
책 촉구, 

7. 국제석면운동단체(IBAS) 연대활동추진; 
2008년 IBAS 국제회의 참가 및 발표,  

8. 한국에서의 공해수출과 환경보건문제 사
회적 제기, 
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한국의 석면추방운동 과제

1. 전국적 석면실태조사

2. 환경운동과 노동운동의 결합

3. 피해자 지원운동

4. 피해소송 등 법적구제

5. 석면특별법 등 제도마련

6. 공해수출된 석면공장 현지조사 및 지원

7. 전문운동단체 및 전문가 배출


